
District Councillor report to Parish Councils – April 2021 

East West Rail: 

The second non-statutory consultation on the rail project linking Oxford to Cambridge has just 

opened and runs until 9th June.  To make your views known please visit 

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation 

The options to be consulted on include a new station at either Cambourne North or Cambourne 

South with the line going into Cambridge from the South.  Importantly there will be no consultation 

on the Northern approach which would have seen the route cutting through Oakington, Landbeach 

and Milton into Cambridge North.  There are a number of very strong reasons why this was not 

preferred all of which can be found in the appendix and people will be able to comment on it.  

Although this issue would appear to have gone away, it is always essential to keep arguing the point 

and indeed support the potential route options proposed in this current consultation so your voice is 

heard.  The final decision will be taken by the Department of Transport as this is a piece of national 

infrastructure. 

Five Year Housing Land Supply:   

As of 1st April 2021 South Cambs and the City jointly have a 5YHLS of 6.1 years for the period 2021-

2026.  

 

Help for families in need of housing:  

466 families in need were helped into Council or social housing between 1st April 2020 and 1st March 

this year.  This includes 185 families who were either homeless or at risk of being homeless.  This 

represents a slight increase on the previous year in spite of the pandemic and challenges that has 

thrown up.  All credit to the dedicated team of four at South Cambs who offer help and advice and 

works through the Council’s letting agency Homelink.  Housing advice from SCDC is available at 

www.scambs.gov.uk/housing or by emailing housingadvice@scambs.gov.uk or call 03450 450 051. 

 

Covid Recovery Community Chest Grant funding: 

To help groups and projects begin to resume their activities as we come out of lockdown, we have 

earmarked a £30 000 Covid recovery grant fund as part of our Community Chest funding.  This is 

specifically designed to help local community groups and Parish Councils resume community 

activities which have been difficult or impossible during the pandemic. 

The eligiblility criteria has been temporarily amended to allow applications for grants of up to £2000 

for Covid recovery related projects and initiatives.  Until 10th May all parish councils and community 

groups can apply to the scheme with applications being heard at the Grants Advisory Committee on 

28th May. 

Meanwhile the normal Community Chest Scheme continues to run for community groups for a 

maximum grant of £1000.  The process is the same for both types of application with an option to 

select the correct type of grant you wish to apply for. 

Cllr. Judith Rippeth 

District Councillor Report to Parish Councils – for April 2021 -Councillor Anna Bradnam  

Virtual Meetings – request to continue 

A group of local government organizations has launched a legal challenge to the government’s 
decision to terminate the arrangements which allow councils to hold virtual public meetings.  
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Local Government Lawyers (LLG) and the Association of Democratic Services Officers (ADSO), along 
with Hertfordshire County Council, have raised a challenge on the issue, which will be heard at the 
High Court on 21 April 2021. 
This follows last week’s announcement by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (MHCLG) that from 7 May it will again require councils to give the public physical access 
to full council and committee meetings. The rule was changed as an interim measure in April 2020 to 
enable remote meetings during the Covid-19 lockdown. 
In order to comply with Health and Safety requirements of social distancing, the District Council and 
Parish Council’s alike find themselves having to find larger premises in which to hold meetings, or 
reduce the number of attendees, which reduces democratic and public involvement. This is 
particularly concerning, since MPs have been given leave to continue taking part in parliamentary 
meetings virtually - and because while remote meetings have been allowed, parishes have seen 
increased public participation. Many would like to take this opportunity to build back better and to 
use technology to reduce our carbon footprint. 
The challenge is urging the government to allow councils to continue holding virtual meetings or at 
least hybrid meetings until such time as all Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted.  
In my County Report you will see the questions in the public consultation which is being run until 17 
June. NALC and parish councils are is being encouraged to respond to the consultation. 
 
Planning – Permitted Development Rights (PDR) 

From 31 March 2021 Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick announced a package of measures to 

‘revitalise England’s high streets and town centres’. This will include, from 1 August 2021: 

- New planning laws which enable unused commercial buildings to be changed into homes 

o New homes will be delivered through a prior approval process rather than full 

planning – but will look at flooding, noise impact, natural light and minimum space 

for habitable rooms, loss of commercial premises in conservation areas and loss of 

health centres. 

- New planning rules to allow swift extension of public buildings including schools, colleges, 

universities and hospitals 

- Amendment of existing PDRs for ports to have the same freedoms as airports for 

development. 

This is of concern for parish planning committees, many of whom deal with commercial 

developments on High Streets, although it is most likely to impact more urban areas.  

 

Shielding ends in England 

From 1 April clinically extremely vulnerable people in England will no longer be advised to shield.  
Earlier this month, letters were sent to people on the shielded patient list with updated guidance. 
The letters set out the practical steps people can follow to reduce their risk of catching the virus, 
including continuing to maintain strict social distancing and keeping their overall social contacts at 
low levels, such as through working from home where possible. People should continue to follow the 
national rules and take the additional precautions set out in the guidance to keep themselves as 
protected as possible. 
 

Business rates relief 

On 25 March, the Government has announced £1.5 billion further funding for councils to provide 
additional targeted support to those businesses that have not already received business rates 

https://www.ukauthority.com/articles/councils-allowed-to-hold-virtual-meetings/


relief.  The funding will be allocated to councils based on the stock of properties in the area whose 
sectors have been affected by the coronavirus outbreak and they will use their knowledge to make 
awards to local businesses. The Government will work with and support local government to enable 
ratepayers to apply as soon as possible this year. You can see the detail here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/business-rates-relief-boosted-with-new-15-billion-pot 
 
Business support insolvency measures extended 
On 25 March the Government extended a number of insolvency measures introduced in March 
2020, to support businesses during the coronavirus outbreak until June 2021.  The measures were 
introduced in the Corporate Insolvency and Governance Act in March 2020, and include protection 
for businesses from aggressive creditor enforcement and removal of personal liability on company 
directors. These measures have been previously extended on a number of occasions.  The measures 
being extended until the end of June 2021 are: 
·   Statutory demands and winding-up petitions will continue to be restricted to protect companies 

from creditor enforcement action due to debts related to coronavirus. 
·        Small suppliers will not have to continue to supply a business in insolvency. However, larger 

suppliers will not be able to cease their supply or ask for additional payments while a company is 
going through a rescue process. 

·        Entry into a moratorium will remain relaxed and a company will be able to enter a moratorium 
if they have been subject to an insolvency procedure in the previous 12 months. These measures will 
be extended until 30 September 2021. 
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